O OEOPPAZTOZI QX TEXNOAOTOX

FEQPTIOZ TEOYMHZ
OMOTIMOZ KAOHIHTHE TMHMATOZ AAZOAOI'IAZ KAI ®YZIKOY HEPIBAAAONTOZ A.I1.0.

EIZATQI'H

O Oeé@ppaoctog yevvi|Onke oty Epeod g AéoBov. "Ednoe v nepiodo 372-287 n.X.,
firav padnuig tov [NAdtwva kat tov Aprototélr), kat Sietédeoe SievBuvtrig Tov «Avkeiov»
nov eiye 16pvoer o Aprototédng oty Abrjva.

To ovyypa@iké tov €pyo eivar extetapévo Kat noAvnAevpo, aldd ta neploodiepa
ypanta tov Sev éyovv Swaowbel. Lnpavukdtepa, ané avtd nov éxovy Staowbei, eivar ta
Iept Qurwv lotopiag® xan Tept Quiny Awiwv®. Avtd, oe pa yevikr] Bedprjon éxovv fotaviké
neplex6pevo, kar pe avuj 1 Bdon o Oeé@pactog £xel OVOpaotel «natépag g
Botavikiig».

Xy npokeipevn) epyaoia napovoialetal g TeEXVOAGYOG &veg povadikol otnv
apyaiéita vAikot - tov §dlou (116 «BAne» tev apyainv). O Oeéppactog, Kupiwg oTo
népnto fifdio 1ng Iepi Guiwv loropiac (kar ev pé€per 01O NPGTO Kat TPITO), YPAPEL yia )
doprj, 1ig ihdryree kan v adwnoinoj tov yia napaywyr] Sra@épov npoidviny, Bépata nov
npaypatevetar kar 1 ovyxpovry «Emoujpn kar Texvoloyia tov EvAovr». Mdahota
enexteiveran népa ané avid wa 6pa apxiloviag ané to ddoos - v mmyr tov EGAov.

LYTKOMIAH

Ané v anowrn g ovyxoudne oto 6Goog, 0 Oe6PPaoTtog TWOTE ONHEIDVEL GTL
LIIGPYXEL OXEOoT TG enoxI)s vAotopiag 1wy Sévipwy pe 1y nowst)ta tov §GAov, Kat 61t
vdotopia o akatd@Anln emoxr €xer wg ouvvénela petaypopatiopsd («to §odo yiverat
pélav kar Svoerdégr), ofyn («Spug....onfnetar t@xotar) Kt npoofodr] ané éviopa
(«oxk®AnKeg»). Eivar agoonpeiotn 1 napatjpnor) tov 6t koppdua E6Aov onpadepéva
andé éviopa xprjofpevay wg oppayideg («or®@AnKeg emmolrjg eyypapovot 1o otéAeyog, oig
Kat oppayior ypoviatr tveg»). Enfong o Oséppactog ypager 6t ta §Aa sival
«okAnpétepa kar acanéotepar» Stav 1) vlotopia yivetar pe 1 &don (ydorn;) tov
peyyapot («kelevovor e kar Sebukviag g oeAfvng TEpvelv ®g OKANPOTEPWY Kat
aoanestEPpwV yivopévavs). Xy enipacn tov @eyyapiol motetovy Kai Orpepa
NAtKIpEvol vAotépol, aAdd avagépouy 1) «yiopion» wg kaAvtepn nepiodo vAotopiac’.
Ev ndor nepuriéoet o1 ovoxetioeig avtég Sev €xouvv Baor), yratl exeivo mov €xer onpaocia
givar o1 KAipaukég ovvOnkeg (kar o Xelplopog tov §VAov) uerd vy vdotopia twv
Sévipwv'.

AOMH

I'pagoviag eibikSiepa yia 10 6o wg vAIKGS, 0 Oedppactog avapépetal Kat * apxiv
ot dourj tov. v enoxr] nov Sev vmijpxav pkpookoma (napatpnorn @eAlod pe
HIKPOOKOIO €yIVe yia npadtn gopd to 1605 ané  tov "Ayylo Hooke’), o Oeéppaoctog
gmyelpel va neplypapet ty avatopia twy Sévipwy, 6nAadr 1o eowtePIKS g padag tov
E6lov. AkolovBel 10 OKeTUKG 1oL Saok@Aov Tov Aplototédr], Mov NPOTog eiXe ypaipet
oxeKG 010 €pyo tov Hepi Puiav'. Kat ot 5u6 napopordovy 1) Soprj twv Sévipwy, yevikd
twv  @uiev, pe 1 Sopr (avatopia) tov avbpdnov kar TV GV
Eivalr xapaxmpioukij 11 opoloyia nov xproponotody yia ta @utd: «pAéBegs, «<kokian,
«puedGGr, «oapb», «kapbiar, «edpar K.G. (Eniong, o emképupog BAaotss tov QuiGy
ovopaletar «eyké@alogs, kar o ITAiviog napoporddet 1ovg yvpots pe aipa’).
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Zuykekprpéva, o Aplototédng ypaget: «tuva 8évépa éxovot Seopots kat PAEBag kat
KoMav Kat rpotg Kar pued6v evics.......... Kaf TIveg KaAovov autév 1oV HUeAGv Tov ev
1015 8€vBpors pijtpav, GAAor onddyyva, étepor e kapdiav......... o 6& PAo16¢ Gpo1ég eoti
PLOIKGG SEéppatt L@ov, o1 Se Seopoi ndAy Gporot vedpoig {Hour.

O Oeégpaoctog (oo npéro PifAio g Iepi Guiwv Iovopiag) Srakpiver «pAordy, Evhov,
pijTpay........... Kat 1@ Tovtev npétepa, vypov, 1g, pAey, oapk......... pijtpa 8¢ 10 petaks
E6Mov, 1pltov ané tov PAowol ofov ev 101§ 00TOIG puedég . Kadovow 6e tiveg todtov
kapbiav ot 8e evieprdvnvs. (H AéEn eviepiovn npopaves npogpyetal ETVROAOYIKG and
T éviepal)

Or «av§nuxoi Saktdhon (6nws paivoviar wg ovykevipikol kUKAoL 08 topr] Koppov)
napopowaloviar ané 1ov Oeéppacto, MoAv Napaotankd, pe orpoels Kpeppuvdiod
(«xkabBanep kai 1o KPSppLOV», YPaPeEL). Ava@épetal e151KE oy KATAOoKELT] KOVIGY Kat
napatpel 6u 1 avroxrj efvar peyalbtepr) 6tav 1) Siapdpeworj toug yivetar pe otadiaky
anopaxpuvor) Saktvdiov - pe §borpo («tag kdnag Edovieg apaipely neipdviat ......... EQV
yap oltwg apaipdowy, 10Xupeg o Konewy, edv 8 napadddEwmoly Kat pr Kataonodow
opoiwg, aobevijgr). Ot EPYATEg Mmov Slapdppovav  Ta  Koumd ovopagoviav
«KOMo§vota’,

TéXog, ané anoyn Sopijg, 0 Oebppactos ypaper yia ta edatidpata 1ov E6Aov wg
vAKoU - pdlove xar opeyoivia-, nov anotedovy anokAioetg and v 1Saviki Sopn) kabapo
kat evBiivou E6Aov. Ot moAdof pélot («nmoAvoliar) anobiboviar oe «KAKOTPOPiay», aAdd
av 1o Sévipo «evabevijoer ndAwv», onpeidver, efvan Suvatd va eykAewototy oy pala tov
KOppot wg Efva ovpata («wg AiBorr) kot va un Swakpivoviar e§wiepikd («ovpPaiver
Kataniveobor vné g nEPUPBOEWG.......... Kkat noAAdakig €§wbBev pev Aefov 1o &EBlov,
Srarpovpevoy He olddeg epavrr). O1 pédot edatt@voovv v avioyr, npooBgte:
«aoyvpotata Se tov Ellov ta dGola kar Aefa, kar 1 Swer Se tadta KdEA-
Aotas.

H otpeyoivia (oneipoeidric Siabpopr] twv «avdvs, onwmg napatnpeftar m.y. oe
payadeg otbdav) Swakpiverar and tov Oedppacto oe «5ioo» kar «erpdgoo» oe
avuotoyice pe ) onpepwvij Sidkpion oe "andi" kat "ovvOe" otpepoivia’, ko eivan
agoonpeiot) 1 napatjpnorj tov 6 1 otpegoivia eivar Sovats va SiakpiOel oty
em@avela v @Aood. O Oedppactog anodier 1 orpepoivia 1oV Sévipwv otov
«Bopéa» nov «orpéper ka napadddarret........... DOTE EIVAL OLVEOTPAPPEVIIV QUIGV TV
pijtpavs. H awtia g otpeypoiviag Sev eivar kat ofjpepa yvwotr, addd 1 otpo@iki Spdon
TV avépov Beopeftar pua ané tig maveg artieg’.

IAIOTHTEZ

Zug 1616t)teg nov avapépet (1 vriovoei) o Oedppactog nepidapfévoviar: nokyét)a
kat Bapos, okAnpdupa, vypookomkduyia, Siaotaciakés petafolés (pikvwor kat
Siéykwon ot odyxpovy) opodoyia), pnyaviky avioxy, avioxij oe orfjyr, éviopa xat
Badaoowvoig EuAopayoug opyaviopots, katepyaotudtnta, ovyk6AAnor), Kason K.d.

O BOe6ppaoctog ypager: «nvkvétata kat Bapitatar E6da eivat 1o muEdpt kai o éBevog
(«ovd€ yap ovd” eni tov B8atog tadt’ emvelr- Sev emnléovy 010 VEPS), 0 «AGTEG, TO
eykapdio («pritpar) g Spuds, kat to 6o tov teppivBou (kokopefubide) and 1o onofo
ot upila kataokevdlovy Aapés epyadeioy kar kneAda («KUAIKag») Spoa pe Kepapikd
(«ote pndéva av Swayvévar npog tag kepapfagr). ITukvd eivar ko ta E6da tov
ogevbapiod kat g «fuylagr, aldd kat mg ehMdg kar aypiedidg nov Gpwg eivan
evbpavora(*).

Edagpd §6da eivat ta «edduvar, ta «akuvar (Kovpo§uAid), ta «ovkivar, mg pnAidg,
g Sapvig kat g Avpag (pAapovprds). Exenkd pe ) pddpa eivar eviiapépovoa 1
napatprorn v Oeo@ppaotov 611, av kat efvat eAapps kar palaxs §6Ao, «apfriver ta
owbrjpra» (toexkoipia kar GAa obepévia epyaleia) yiatl efvan «Beppé» (pahiota, ypaget,
«Beppdratov»). Oeppa Eida eivan enfong o K00GG, 1) Gpvr), 1 povprd Kar 1 HEVK).
Ta Beppa Ebda eivar «axéog exmvpobpevar (xprofpevay wg «vpeiar yia Gvappa

pouag pe ).
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M aMn Siakpron eivar 6u vndpyouvv «ydioxpar §6da, énwg ta «arévas kal ta
«apnélvas, yi’ auté yprjoiponototviat yua aonides, kat enfong o nAGTavos Kat 1) povpid.
O ©e6gpaoctog, eEnydviag 1 xprjon 1oug yia aonides, ypaget «<ovppdet yap nAnyévias,
1nov ornpaiver 6t ovykdivouvv pe v kpotor). H xprjon apnédvey E6Awv Oa pnopotoe va
eEnynBel pe xaraokevés ané eidika nleypéves Bépyeg (kar eivar afoonpeiowto 6u
napadooakés aonideg kataokevalovian kat orjpepa ané E6Aweg Bépyes?).

To &ddo g ¢@redidg, ovveyxiler o Oeéppaoctog, eivar «actpaféotatovs Kai
XProtponoteftal yu «otpogeicr («otpépryyagr) Bupéy. Ot otpogeis avtoi Ba prnopodoav
va ovopaototy E6Avor «pevieoedeg»: fitav E6Awvor kvhivdpikol GEoves, pikpod prjkovg
Kai Srapérpov, nov ) pa dxpr) tovg tonobetodoav oe om (vodoxr) oto Kat@PA g
Bpag (ovviibwg pappapo oe nodvtedels kataokevés) kat v GAAn oe aviiotoin omij
010 K@t pépog g BYpag, nov avoryékAewve pe neprotpo@r] (£ror yiverar n.y. oe O6peg
nAektpik@y poyeiov). O otpogeis €npene va frav kadd Eepapévor (yia va un
otpafdvouy) kat yU' avtd, ypdger o Oesppactog, tovg okénalay pe Konpid Gote 1)
vypaoia va e§arpmotel Babpmaia («BéABrrov nepuddriovoy dnws ava§npavir kai
Sranvevodry katd@ pikpév 1 ex mg pritpag vypaofas). Enfong ot apxipdotopeg
(«apyrtEKToveg» Toug ovopdler) anartoboay oto §EA0 TV TTPOPEMY Var PNV VIIEPXEL EVIEPIGVI).

O Oe6@paoctog ypager aképa 6u ta Eida 1o pev kalokaipt «Siiotavian (aprivouvy
KEVA 1. o nartdpara) tov Oe XEPOVa «Oupptovotys, 6r]Aa6ti PLRVGVOVIaL Kat
Sroykévoviar pe v andAewa 1§ npéoAnyn vypaoiag avifotoya, nov onpaivel 6m eivat
LYPOOKOMKS LAIKGS. Exetikég eival Kat o1 avagopés éu 1o 6o mg eddug «€Akel Tov
a€pa» 1Mov nePEXeL vypaoia («Evikpov éviar), Kat 611 0 ppagog kat 1 0§ nepréxovy
noAAr} vypaoia.

Ta kadvtepa Eoda, ta «kd@Aiota kat péyiotar ava@éper o Oeéppaoctos, eivar 1) eAdu)
kar 1 nedkn. H el napayer xoppods peydlov prjkovg kat evbeic mov
XPI|OIHOMNIOOBVIAL Y1 KATAPTIG Kal KOV, v GAAa pépr moiwy yivoviar «<nedkiva Sid
10 aocanégr. I'evik@, ov «npoofépeies» Béoerg, ypager, napayovv kaldiepo xai
neproodtepo §Gdo. To kalbrepo §BAo yia owkoSopikés xprioelg napdyetar ot
Makedovia («aplotnv pev eivar g GAng npog tektovikijv xpriow g £1g myv EAAGda
napaywopévrg tmyv MakeSovikijv»). H yeipéiepn napayerar otov IMapvacod kat v
EdBowa, evé n nowdujra oy Apkadia eivar apgiolrn («nepi g Apkadikijg okentéoys).

Afoonpeiwtor eivar o1 ovoxenopol pE NapGyovieg Snwg «dypias, «@ppevar Kat
«akapnétepa» Sévipa. Avtd napdyovv KaAGiepo (nmukvétepo, okAnpétepo, Bapttepo
«kar 1o 6lov wyvpStepov») 6o napatnpei o Oedppactos. To o g APOEVIKI|G
PAvpag eivar okANpS, KIPVLNG, NEPIOOGTEPO APWPATIKG KAl MUKVOTEPO, YpageL (oto
tpito PifAio), eve tov BnAvkob eivar AevkStepo. Ty eddn 1o §6Ao tov BnAvkod eivar
AevkStepo Kal evkatépyaoto. Xto kvnapioot (népmro BifAio) ta apoevikd Bewpovviar
“KAPMPGTEPA» - VG elvar yvwots 6u kar ta tpla napandve eidn (@ddpa, edrn,
kvnapioot) efvar «appevobijdea» (Snladn éxovv apoevikd kai OnAvka avon oto o
Hévipo'®).

Zg(r)] ovvéxela Sakpiver «aoamp» §Gda, 6nwg o kEGPoOG, 0 «AwTée», 1 Kaotavid, 1o
kunapiool kat 1 pouvpid. e vaé g E@éoov, ypdagel, vnifjpyav «kvnapituvegs Bpeg
tetpakooiov xpévov. «AydApata», ovveyidet, yivoviar ané E6da kéSpov, kunapiooiod,
Awtot, nuEapot kat ané piles ehids. H ofid Bewpeitar «npog 10 66wp acamnrjg kat
Pedtiov yiveoBar Bpeyxopévrp, n eddm napapéver «acanijs» oro vepé (av anoplowwBel
npw ané 11 BAaotnuiky nepiodo), 1 Spug Swapkel «katopurtopévi) K ev o GHat
Katafpexopévips, Kat 1) M@ «ev 1o aépir.

O Oeéppaoctog avagépetar kar ot Badaoowois Eulopayovg opyaviopotg - v
«aepndoévas, 6nws Ty ovopdler kot v neplypd@et («to pev peyéBer pkpdv, ke@alnv
& éxer peyaAnv kat o66vrage). ‘Eva 1€1010 «okovAik», nov npoofdaler KataoKevEG o
B8alacoa (Bapkeg, mdoia, ordlovg vnootipiEng anofabpeév kAm.) €xer 1dpa To
emotnpoviké 6vopa Teredo’, alda n tepndéva éxer yiver 6pog odovuiatrpiksg!
Ty Enpd, ovvexiler o Oedppactog , ta §ida npoofdiloviar «wné okmAK@wV Kat
Opuiiv», addd eivar afoonpeinto 61 autdg (kat o Apototédng) ayvoel tov Tpéno
avanapaywyijs Tovs. Mepika okovdikia, ypaget, npogépyoviat ané odma Ebla.
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Mia GAAn anoyr) tov Oedppaoctov eivar Gt «Spivar, «inedkiva» kot GAAa ein E6Awv
«<tapiyevoviar ot OGdacoa. Avié Sev eivar owoté addG gaivetar 6t yivetai
HNapPOPOIWOT) JE TI] GUVII|PIOT] KPERTOV, PAPLOY KAl PUIIKGV NPoIGVIoV (EALES, Aaxavika
KAn.) pe addu 1] adpupé veps. Ynoowmpiler 6pog, owotd, 6w apfréa epyadeia
(«poxOnpa odriprar) k6Bouvy kadbvtepa ta okAnpd andé ta padakd 6Aa, 1o §6do g
KQOTaviag €xet v idiou)ta va npoetdonotel nynuka npotot vnoxmprjoet («otav péAdn
priyvvobat pogeiv dote npoarobaveabor npStepovs), ypager, Kat GUPIAIPOVEL 611 AUT6
ouvéfn kanote oe Aovtpd Kat GAot ot Aovépevor priépecav va ombovv («Srep ovvEneoey
ev Badavein kol ndvieg egenndnoavs), oe MPIGVIC O1 KOPLPEG TV SOV MPETIEL Va
ekkGunroviar («napadddrrovow cAAijdowvs), yia kadrj ovyk6AAnon ta §6Aa npénet va
g€xouv Gpora nukvotnta («8er 8 oporonabij eivar ta péAlovia ovpgpieobar kat pr)
evaviia, kabanepavel AiBov kat Eodovr), «evnedekniétepa, evtopvotepa kat ev§o@tepar
eivar ta xAwpa Evda («ta Aav Enpa Sid myv oxkAnpdujta Svonprota....kabanep yap
dotpakov ovpfaiver mpigw»).

XPHZEIZ

Kipieg xprjoeig tov E6Aov v enoyij tov Oeéppactov (6nmg eniong nporitepa Kat
apyotepa) 1Tay 1 VaUnnyikl] Kot otkoSopIKEG Kataokeves. I'ia modepika (tpujperg kAm.)
K epnopika («orpoyytlar) nlofa xprnopetovy, ypagpet, 1) eAdrr), 1) nevkn) («nftugr oty
Kinpo) kat o k€6pog (tov Aifdvou), evéd opopéva pépn kataokevalovial ané Spu kat
of1a. Avtd kat @Aa E6da (m.x. kunapioot) xprnofpevay Kat yia OtkoSOHIKEG KATAOKEVES.
H eAd fjtav eidog pe moAdég yprjoews («apog ndeiotag Se oxedov n eddun napéxetat
XpPelag»).

AMeg xprioeig ovykekpipévov EAwv, mov avagéper o Oedppactog, eivar: 1 Spug
XPIOIPOMNOLE{TOL Y1 KATAOKEVEG O ena@l] pe 1o £€dagog, 11 eidvpa ya kifdtia Kat
«pérpa» (eniong o @Aol6g g yia oxowid kar «kiotag», Snlad kaddbia), o «pidog»
(frapog) ywa «napakoAdrjpata» (Stakoopnuikd emkoAAnpata) oe Kifota (oeviovkia)
kal ya «onéfabpa» (vionédua;), 1 gredid yia 0dpeg kar nayideg, 1o opevbaput kat
«fuyla» yia kpefdnia kol «foyd» Cevdng {dwmv, 1o movpvapt «ipog Gfovag taig
ROVOOTPSPaIg apGEaig» Kal ECOTEPIKE POVOIKGY Opydvmy, 1 o81d yia dpageg (kGpa
KAL), o «ambée» (Gypra kepaowd) yw GEoveg apafdv kar «EAknOpa» apdtpov, 1
«avbpayAnp (kovpapid) yia apyadeiods, o kéSpog (dpkevbog) yia vnaibpieg Kataokevég
Kal 0€ ena@r] pe 10 €6agog («d1d 10 aoanés»), 6nwg Kat 1 Kaotavid nov pdAiota eivar
NePLOOGTEPO avBEKTIK, 1] «onpida» (nov Bewpeitan 61 elval 1) ....KOLTOOLIG 1] «DEVIPO
tov lotdar™ ) yra pnaotobvia, 1 mid yia aonideg kar kadddia, n ayprehi@ yia E6Awva
opUPLE (ev «peyGAag opUpag MIvivag mowvoiv»), Kat 1) «apdpk» (Kovpapid, Atyapid)
Yl «XGPAKQAG KUl TO KAiELy».

Enforng, o ®e6ppaotog ypager yia k@pBouvva kar kavor E6Adwv. Kapfovva pe peydin
Siapkela («otepedtatar) yivoviar ané 6Aa pe peydAn nokvomnta, ypaget (apid, Spu,
Kovpapid), aAdd kar padakd kGpfouvva (ané kaotavid, mevkn) eivar xpriowpa yu
enefepyaoia peréAdov (odrjpov, xadkov), ywatl eivar «aobevéotepa» aldd €xovv
«o8utepr pASya. Télog, avapépel 611 ta kadbiepa «aropeia» yivoviar ané Koos, Gyplo
aprrédt, novpvapt kat uApa, addd@ 6x1 ané eAid.

EITIAOTOZ

O Oebppactog eival MPWTONGPOG oTr) HEAET] TV LAIKGV apoul np@tog £xeL ypapet,
paAiota 1600 avalutikd, yia 1o §6Mo'' ™, npowtapyiké vAké yia evépyeia, KaTaoKEVEG Kat
npoiévia nov eiyav ano@aotonks pédo omy emfinorn tov avbpdnov kat my avamony
tov noAmopot. Me ) ovpfodr] TOV TEKPNPIOVETAL PI0 AKGPA TTPOOPOPG TOV apyaimy
EAAfjvov ota Oepédia tng odyypovig emotijpng Kat texvoloylag.
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IHMEIQZEIZ

(MToMa apyaia ovépata Sévipov kat Odpvov (kat 1oy E6Aov toug) Siatnpotvial vg
ofjpepa’. Térowa ovépata, dnwg ta avagpéper o Oedppactos, eivar .. apia (apia,
eibog Hpudg), Sagvr, edaa (ehd), eAau), wéa, kEGpog, KITIOG (K10006g), Kpaveia
(kpavid), kobpapog (kovpapid), kendprrrog (konapioot), Aevkr), pedia (pehid, pehiég,
@pagog), ofba (ofud), nevkn, nAdravog, medéa (prelid), npivog (movpvapt), migog
(mu&6g, muEapt), opévbapvos (o@evbapm), @ddkn (piky). Ze dAleg nepurtdoeig
vndpyer npéPAnpa. ILy. dev eivar yvwoté 1 eivar «Qoyfar 1j «Aw16g», kat oo eidog
HEUKNG elvan 1) «nftuge, eve 1 nedkn petappaéeta (and tov Hort?) wg eddy (fir)!
HakaiGrepor Eévor Boravikoi €xovv emyeiprioer tatton apyaiwy kar ovyyxpovov
ovopdiwy, kat avid nepidapfavoviar oto «kAaoiké» eAAnvo-ayyMké AeEiké g
apxaiag eAdnvikij yAd@ooag twv Liddell-Scott® kar oty ayyAikij petagpaon tov
Oe6ppaotov ané tov Hort'. “Etor, my. «Awtéeg» Bewpeftan 6u efvar 1 «kedtigs
(«yAvkia») 1j éva Eeviké eibog nov «wmjpxe» o) xdpa tov Awtopayov (1), kat «vyia»
eidog opevéapiod.
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SUMMARY

THEOPHRASTUS AS TECHNOLOGIST

G. TSOUMIS

Theophrastus (372-287 B.C.) is considered the "Father of Botany" on the basis of his
works "Enquiry into Plants" and "On the Causes of Plants". In this paper, and mainly on
basis of the fifth book of "Enquiry into Plants", he is presented as a technologist of the
unique material that wood was in ancient times. Theophrastus writes on its structure,
properties and wtilization, which are also the subjects addressed by modern science and
technology of wood.

Theophrastus starts in the forest - the source of wood -, and rightly points out the
adverse effects of improper timing of harvesting on wood quality (discoloration, decay,
insect attack), but relates quality with the position of the moon at the time of felling !

With regard to structure, he believes (like Aristotle, his teacher) in similarities between
plants, humans and animals, and applies the same terminology to wood (veins, womb,
marrow, flesh, heart, nerves, etc.). However, he makes an apt simulation of growth rings
as "onion layers", and has a good concept of the incorporation of tree branches as knots,
and of spiral and diagonal wood grain; the latter affects, he writes, the strength of oars,
if their shaping (by scraping) is not done properly.

Properties veferred to (or implied) are density and weight, hardness, dimensional
changes, hygroscopicity, strength, resistance to decay, insects and marine organisms,
workability, gluing, burning, and other properties.

Finally, Theophrastus chronicles that the main uses of wood (aside from a source of
energy) were boat-building and house construction, and names preferred species (main-
ly fir and pine), as well as those employed in making various products (furniture,
carpentry, wagons, etc.). He continues with the utilization of charcoal.

In epilogue, the analysis presented justifies Theophrastus as a technologist, and shows
another first by ancient Greeks in their contribution to the foundations of modern sci-
ence and technology.
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