XPYZOTI'PA®DIA
H AATAZITAZTH ZYNEXEIA THE TEXNIKHE THX

MAPQ K. ITATTIAGANAZIOY
EIIK. KAGHIHTPIA TMHMATOZ MAOHMATIKQN, HANEIHIZETHMION AGHNQN

A. O NANYPOZ TOY AEYNTEN

Meta&u T@v ouvtay®dv THG XNUIKAG TeXvoAoyiag,' ol énoieg diacwlovTal oTov NAMUPo
ToU AglvTey, 0 6nolog XpovoAoyeital othv €noxn Tol M. KwvoTavtivou, nepiapBavovral 15
OUVTAYEQ QVAPEPOUEVEG OTNV XPUTOYPAPIa KAl Hia oThv apyupoypa@ia.’ 'And Thv HeAETN
T@®V ouvtay®@v THG XPUOoOYPAQPIiag ouvayeTal OTL 0& AGAAEG MEV XPNOIWHOMOIEITAl XPUTOG,
Ot AAAeg Ot QMOMUNOEG Tou OO0V APOopd OTIG AVAAOYIEQ TMV XPNOULOTIOIOUNEV®Y
JUOTATIKWV UAGYV, aUTEG AvaypagpovTal Hovov otod 1/3 tdv ouvtaydv.

Tpeig ouvtayeg (§§ 33, 52, 69), 6mou xpnoonololvTal NETaia Xpuool kal USPApYUPog
(Xwplg avaAoyieg), urnopolv va Bewpnboilv Bleq WG MPOG TA CUOTATIKG, £0TW Kal Av oThv
npwTn TepAauBaveTal TO KOUUL WG OUYKOAANTIKO. ToO iBlo ioxuel kat yia aAieg duo
ouvtayeg (§§ 51, 76), OTiG OMOlEg XPNOLONOOUVTAlL HOVOV TMETAAQ XPUOOU Kal KOMML
Mia kat povn ouvtayn (§ 68), 6rou xpnoyionoleital Xpuoodg Xwveubeig, didet Tiq avaloyieg
TOV OUOTATIKAV : Xpuoog Xwveubeiq 1/4, poABog 1 kepaTiov, oTunTnpia 1 KEPATIoV, ViTpov
1 KepaTiov, kai 6Eog.

Z¢ pia ouvtayn xpuooypagiag (§ 77) xpnowornoleitat At8apyupog (PbO) kai oTunTnpla
oe avaloyia 12, ev@d otnv upovadikn ocuvrayn dapyupoypagiag (§ 77) 6 ABAapyupog
OUAAEIWVETAL HE KOTIPOV MEPLOTEPAG Kai 6E0Q.

To apoevikov xpnoiwdomoleitat o€ TPeiq ouvtayeg (§§ 49, 56, 72). Ethv mpdT™n
OUAAEIWVETAL ANMA®G HE KOUML v mpooTiBetat Alyo Udwp &v@ oTi¢ dUo AAAEQ
XpnoiornololvTal kat AAAa ouoTaTika, T@v ornoiwv didovTat oi avaloyieg, ol £EAQ :

a) (§ 56) ‘Apoevikov xpuaifov® 20 dpaxuég, KPUOTAAAOU pivnua 4 otathpeg (i GoU
TO AEUKOV 2 0TaTRPEG), KOUUL AEUKOV 20 OTATTPEG KAl KPOKOG.

B) H @\An ouvrayn (§ 72) eivai o mAouoia O& OUOTATIKA : 'APOEVIKOV XPusilov
(oxioTov) pepog 1, EAudplov* uépog 1, pntivn kabapa pépog 1, pntivn kabapa PEPOg 1, KOUML
Kabapov pEPOG 1, XOAN XeAwvng pépog 1, Uypov T@v G®dv pépn 5 dAa auta va Zuyilouv
20 otatnpeq. TEAog mpooTibetal KPOkog KIAKIog 4 otatipeg. H xpuooypagia aith
XPNOOTIOIETTAL £TL MATUPOU (XAPTOU), MEPYauNViG (S1pOEpag) Kal papudapou E0TIABWHEVOU,
kaBwg kai £mi oioudnoTe AAAOU MIPOG XPUOWOLV AVTIKEIUEVOU.

©elov kal otunttnpia anoteAolv Ta Bacika oucTaTika dUo AAAWV ouvtay®v (§ § 70, 71):

TNV NpwTn ouvtayn, N avaloyia Tol feiou anupou, NTOL PUOIKOT, NPOG THV oTUNTNEIA
oxiotn eivat 1:100 AiTpeq mpooTifetal Suwg Kal kKéppt 100 Aitpeg, T6 6noio HouoKeUETAl
ot Udwp.

ZtNnv deutepn Beiov anupov 1 Aitpa, oTuntnpia Kai T0 E0WTEPIKO o1diou (PAOIOT TOU
podiol) §npod, CUAAEIWVOVTAL Kal avaptyviovTal Hé olvov Baidaoong ®  £Tol Xpnoiomnolou -
vrat ®G HeAAvt yia ypayiuo émi manupwv kai mepyaunv®dv. & pia ouvtayn (§ 44)
Xpnoigomnotolvtal kOAAa xpuooxoikn® kai 6£og.

Ze GAAn (§ 38) xpnowornolovTal povov XoAh XeA®VNG Kal kpokog. TEAOG Ot pia GAAN
(§ 61) Ta ouoTaTika eival AvBog KVNKou, KOUML AEUKOV, ®OU TO AEUKOV Kal XOAN XEAWVNG
N HOOXOU.

'H peEBodog énefepyaciag ouvioTtatat yevik@dg oTthv Asiavon f OUAAeiavon
TOV ouoTaTk@v O Youdl (Buiav) Ewg OTou auta yivouv EEQIPETIKGG AemThQ UQRG.
S pia nepintwon (§. 68) 10 youdi eival ano Bacavitnv AlBov, Snhadh Audiav Aifov, kai N HE-
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60d0q mnapopolalerat HE TNV XPNOILOTIOIOUMEVT] OTA laTpika KoAAoupla (CuAAéavov
EMUEADG OEel SPILET WG KOAAOUPIOV IQTPIKOV EMi NUEEAG Y).

3Tig ouvTayeg Orou divovTal ol Avaloyieqg TV UAK®Y, XpnotomnololvTal Kupiwg N Altpa,
0 otatnp, N dpaxun Kai To kepatov.” X& pia ouvtayn (§ 61) N EKTiUNoN YiveTal Hé TO paTi,
ONMwWG Kal OTNV TEPIMTWON TOV XPWHATWV (Uoye Mpog OQOaAudv, kabanep ém ToOV
XPwHATWY Xp).

B. O MAPIZINOZ KQAI= 2327

Elval énopevov, 6T i SlakOOHUNOT XEPOYPAPWY £ML MATUPWY Kal MEPYAUNVAV APXIKDG,
OUVEXIOBNKE GPYOTEPA OTOUG XAPTWOUG KWAIKEG. "ETOL TEXVIKEG TNHG XpPUooypapiag dlacw -
Covtat otov lMapowve kwdika 2327, 6 Omnoiog AvTeypaen TO 1478 ano 1OV Oeddwpo
MeAekavo. Mpokeltal yia £va ano Toug XNHIKOUG KWBIKEG, O OTOI0G TEPIEXEL KAl AVWVULES
TEXVIKEG OUVTAYEG TG XPUOOXOIKNG.®

MeTa&u aUT®v Unapxouv TPEig ouvTayeg (§§ 19, 20, 49), ol OMOIEG AvaPEpovTal eldIk®Gg
OTNV Xpuooypagia' o€ kapia Toug, OpWG, dev didovTal ol AvaAoyieg TV UAIK®V :

Z& pla ouvtayn yia Tnv SlaKOoUNon TOV XEPOYPAPWV HE XPUod Kepahdia (§ 20),
TEEPLYPAPETAL AVAAUTIKDG 1 OAn HEOBOBOG MAPACKEUNG TOU UAIKOU Kai 6 Tpomog
XPNOIHOTOINCEWG TOoU : °

'AVauLyVUELS XPUOOV KaBapov HE APYupov Kal TOV BETEIG OF XWVNV OTO TUP KATOTIY
NPOooBETEIG o'auTa Belov (Teaen) kal Ta AVaplyVUELG ETIAVW O£ HAPHUAPOV MOPPUPOUV, OTIoU
Kal Ta AeloTpifeig, Ewg 6Tou yivouv oav Aemrtotatov AAelpt (maonaAn). Baleig 1o piypa
O€ TNAIVO TIVAKIO AyAvwTo, TO OMOIoV OKEMAZElG HE KATO0 KaBapd MNAVO OKEMAoUQ,
Kal TO BeTElq OE XAUNAN PWTIA (Ev nupl HaABak®) Ewg OTOU KOKKLvion. Katorv Tto
HETAPEPELG OE HAPHAPO TIOPPUPOTY, OTIOU TO APNVELG VA KPUWOT), KAl TO TRIBELG ME TIOAU VEPO
Kal pe ogouyyaplt. Meta tO Balelg o€ ayyeio pe vepod, TO APNVELG va katakadion kai
£navaAauBavelg To AUCIUO.

"Otav BeAnong va to XPNOIUOTOoINoNG, HOUCKEUEIG aro TO BpAadu KOl OE veEPO Kal
KATomiv TO OUYKaIelg HE Xpuoa@L. ‘Aol ypayelg Ta kepaAdia, BaZelq katt GAAO AVApEHLlYHE
VO HE Wxpa kal KOppt N Aayxavn pe kivvapapl, kai ermiwypa@ilelg Ta Ke@aldia He
Cwypa@ikov KOVOUAL (ypage ueta {wypapikol KovouAiou wg €606 EOTIV T@WV KOVSUAIwV)."

2Tig GAAeg duo ouvTayeg (§§ 19, 49) dev XPNOIMOTIOIETTAL XPUOTOG, AAN’ AEPAg O XPUOOG,
dnAadn 6 xaAkog :'"

2NV pia ouvtayn” Aewaivetat B@AOG Kivvapapewq Kail Katory avauyvueTal e Udwp
woU, dnAadn vepo QAVAUEHIYHEVO HE TO AeUKOV TOU WOU, TO OMOIOV TIPONYOUHEVWS
eEappifeTat AUTO Balelg enavw OTOV dEpa TOV XPUOOV, KAl KATOTV TOV TPIBEIg Kal TOV
OTIABWVELG HE TO TIAPAKOVL.

ZTnv aAAn ouvrtayn,” agou TpiPng TOAU KAAA depa xpuoov HE Alyo HEAL Enavw Of
HAPHAaPO TOPPUPOUYV, KAl TOV EEMAUVNG KAAQ HECA OE KOXUAL TOV XPTNOLLOTIOIEIG HE TO
AeUKOV ToU woU (TO OTIOIO TIPETIEL VA £XNG OTUYPEL TIOAAEG POPEQ HE TPOUYYAPL, WOTE va Yivn
USAPEG TIPOCBETEIG KAl TMOVTIKOPAPHAKO yi@ va pn pouxAlacn). Otav EnpavBouv Tta
OTIABWVELG HE ABAPL N M€ AUKOU SOVTL.

I'. H EPMHNEIA THZ ZQrPA®IKHZ TEXNHZ

‘H Ttéxvn TG Xpuooypa®iag AOKNONKE KAl O KOOMIKA KAl Of EKKANOLaoTIKa /
HOVAOTNEIAKA £pYACTNPLA, EPOCOV XPNOIUOTIOIEITO OTNV SIAKOTUNON XEPOYPAPWY Kal THV
wypa@ikn TV eikovwyv. ZTO0 YVWoTO €pyov Epunveia the {wypa@ikng TteEXVNG ToU
Alovuoiou ek ®oupvd,' TO Onoio xpovoAoyeltar ota £tn 1701-1733, neplAaupavovral
TEXVIKEG OUVTAYEG APXAIOTEPWY AVWVUN®Y CUYYPAPEWY, OL OTOIOl MAPATIEUTIOUV OTA “ué
Tpa kai ta xpwuata” duo peyaAwv ayloypagwy, tol MavoeAnvou (a” tétaptov 14ou ai)
Kal Tol @sopavoug Tou Kpntog (dpaoTt. 1527 - 1559)."
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'H nepypagopevn eidnoig akpine nepi xpuooypagiag (§ 72) Exet wg EENG :

Maipvelg xpuoapl kabapov (pAwpiov) kai 16 Balelg pe USPApyupov Kai TZamrapikov'®
O XWVN) &V HEOW TIUPWHEVWVY AvBpAaKwy, Ewg dTou EKNUPWOT 6 UBPAPYUPOS OTIOTE EKAEIMEL
0 kanvog. ‘A@ol kpuwon N xwveia, Byalelq TOV XPUOOV, TOV AVaMIYVUEIS HE Oeiapt
ot avaloyia 1:2, kai Ta TPIREIg KAAQ ENAVWw O& PHAPHAPO TIOPPUPOUV XPNOILOTIOIWVTAG 510
TPPISL AuTO TO Balelg o€ HEYAAUTEPN XWVEIQ KAl TO NMUPWVELG, EwG 6TOU nayn va kanviln
TO Bela@l. To Byadelg Ao TNV QWTIA Kal TO ASlOTPIREIG HE Alyo vEPO Kal kaBapd aAdTt Ewg
OTou Yyivel AenTOV Womep x0UG. TO CUAAEYELG OF Kauki kaBapo, TO MAEVELG MIOAAEG POPEG,
£wg oTou kabapion, kai To Balelg €ig xnBadiov npog xPHotv

H avwtépw ouvrayn dev UMApxel OTI§ YVWOTEG MNYEG, TIG OMOIEG XPNOILONoinoe
O Awvuolog.” Mia ouykplomn, Ouwg, WE THV mMpoavagepdeioa mnepi ToU nofoar xpuod
Kepadaia €v BiPAioig (§ 20) ToU Maplovol kwdKog 2327, Seixvel OTL OUCIAOTIKDG
ouprintouv ™. Mpénel va onuewsdn, 6Tt poévov o' altn Thv ouvrayn éugaviletar n AEn
T{anapikov oTo Epyov ToU Atovuoiou €k ®oupva. ‘AVTIOETWG, OTA AVWVUNA TEXVIKA Keieva
ToU Maploivol kwdikog 2327, auth eupavileTal OKT® Popeg.™

H avaAvon toU paAdyuarog (§ 37), dnhadn f avaiuon Ttol Xpuool o Uypd yia va
XPNoomonen, YiveTal He Kopuidt AIwHEVOV, MNKTOV woav UEAL aUTA TPIREIS UE VEPO pHEoa
&i¢ kauki Tqivévio. ‘Aol katakabion To piyua, énavaiapfavelg Thv mAuon éwg éTou auTto
kaBapodn kaAa tote 10 Badelg eig xnBadav pe Aiyo KOpL Kal TO SOUAEUELS £i¢ TAG eikOvag.

‘ANN" auTh 1) pEBodOG oupminTel Pe Ekeivn BUo poavapepBelo@®v ouvtay@v (§§ 51, 76)
ToU nanupou ToU AelvTev. EUplokeTal JAAIOTA Kal TapakaTtw, o€ duo (§§ 39, 40) ano Tig TPeig
ouvTayeg nepl Tol NdG va KAavng YPAuHaTa Xpuoa :

'AVaYVUEIG TO XPUOA@L UE KOAAG T KOMML KAl TO XPOoWonolels £Tol vwnov (§ 40),
N Teifelg auta pe Alyn otuyn kal nrueAov ocaAitou, dnhadn ocaAlykapiol, TPOTol Ta
Xpnowonoinoelg (§ 39).

ZTnv TPiTn ouvtayn (§ 38) Balelg couAiud, youv a&ipo, USPAPYUPOV Kal KAoOITEPOV
ENAavw O& PApHapo, MPooBETelg &eidt SpiuU 1) ué HOAUBL 1 ué Goiut, kal Ta TPIREIS KaA4,
@OoTe va yivouv Udapn. Ma TV ypagn XENOWWOTMOIEIG KovaUAL atfidiou, kai étav auth
OTEYVWON THV OTIABWVELG.

H kataokeun kivvaBapewg (§ 43) yivetar pe Udpapyupov 100 dpauia, Bgiov (Tider)
25 Spapia, pouptaocayki™ 18 dpauia. TPIREIG XWPLOTA TO OOV Kal TO HOUPTATAYKL ENMAVW OE
Happapo Uotepa Balelg Ta Tpia £idn XwploTa o0& Ayyeia Héoa o0& Xwveuuéva KapBouva.
“Otav avaiuoouy, Ta Gvautyvuelg He Tov Udpapyupov Kal Ta dvakateuelg pué oidnpopepya.
Katomyv ta xuvelg o€ mAaka kadapn, Ta TPiBelq MaAlv apol Kpuwoouy, Kal Ta Balelg ot
HAKPOAQIIOOTEVOOTOLOV KOUMApPL (ooupayi), TO Omoiov OKeNAZelg, BOUAAWVELG ACPAAGG,
TO Mapaxwvelg éwg exel Omou eival Yepdto kai BaZelg duvath QwTia £mi éva NUEPOVUKTIO.
Katomyv onaleig To ayyeio kai naipvelg 1o Kivvapapt.

EKTOG ano To pouptaoaykt kai Thv avaloyia udpapyupou npog Oeiov (4:1) h uEBod0g
eival N idla pé Ekeivn mepi nonoews kivvaBapews, 1 omoia eUpioKETAl OTOV apxaiotepo
XNUIKO Kwdika, TOv Mapkiavo 299 (10ou al), kal f) oroia émavalaupavetat otov llapiovo
2325 (13ou ai.) kal Tov Maptotvo 2327 (Tou 1478) *' £€8@ 1) avaloyia Udpapyupou MPog Beiov
eivat 21.

MNa va ypayelq oe xapti (§ 48), TpiBelg kaha kivvapBapl ENavw Of UAPUAPO KATOMV
TO Balelg o€ KaAauapt OToU MPOTBETEIG KOUML Kal KAVTLO.

lMa v Kataokeun kKokkivou duroAlou didovrtal Tpeig ouvtayéqg (§§ 10, 11, 12),
OTiG Onoleq Xpnoidoroleitat BOAog OXtL TOAU KOKKIVOG Kal ME AoTipeq QAEReG, O 6mMoiog
KAaAglTal KIAEpueVE:?

Z¢ pia ouvtayn (§ 11), BOAog kikepiievi kal dxpa eig avaloyiav 1:1 AsotpiBolvTal pe
oAU Alyo oanolvt kai acTipadt avyou. ZTig GAAeq dUo ouvTayEg UNAPXouv Kal AAAa Kowva
ouoTaTIKA, AAAG O SIAPOPETIKEG AVaAOYIeG : BOAOG (KIAEpUEVI) 18 (AvTIOT. 8) Spauia, dxpa
MOAITIKN 2 (QVTIOT. 5) Spaula, KOKKIVO HOAUBL (Aaumédl) 1/2 (avtot. 1-2) dpau,
aieypatokept 1/2 (avtiot. 1) dpap, Udpapyupog 1/2 (avtiot. 1) Spdut.
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ZTNV MPWTN NMEPINTWOT aUTA Kal £va KauPEVO QUAAO XapTi, Apol cuAAeiavBoiv éndavw
O€ HAPUAPO XPNOILOTIOIOUVTAl AVAUEMYHEVA HE Paki oThv AGAAN MEPIMTWOT MPOOTIOEVTAl
kivvapapt 1 3paut, xoAn 1 dpdut, kat Alyo aomnpadt alyol, kai 6Aa AsioTpiBolvTal KaA®S.

Agv TIPOKELTAL VA EMEKTAO® £3® Ot AAAEQ OUVTAYEG, Ol OMOIEG AVAPEPOVTAL OTHV
KaTaokeun GAAwv XpwHatwy N Bepvikiwv. ©a HOelaq, duwg, va Toviow, 6TL i KATAOKEUH
Bapdapapou N tgiykiapt (§ 42), eivat | oTov Alookoupidn (E 79) Meplypa@opévn HEB0S0G
Napaokeung (o0 ToU §uoTol. 'Akoun Kal ol puéBodol kauoswsg o& XaunAh 7 duvath ewTia
KapBwvwy Kai Beppavoewg 3 EKBEoEWG OTIG NAIGKEG AKTIveg (§ 42) ) Bl MAPAXWOEWS
OE axwveuTn Kompla emi 10- 15 Nuépeg (§ 44) R dla SladoxIk®dV MAPAXDOEWV AVA TPINUEPOV
oe vea {eoTh GAoyokonpla £mi 36 NUEPEQ (§ 46), eival akpIB®dg oi IBIEQ PE EUPIOKOUEVES OF
£pYa EMWVULWY AGAAQ Kal AVwVUH®V oUYYPaPEwy NEPIAQUBAvOEVA OTOUG MPOavapepds -
vTEG BUZAVTIVOUG XNMIKOUG KWAIKEG,™

"Apxdiol ouyypagelg, idiwg 6 MAiviog, SlacWlouV MOAUTIIES TIANPOPOPIES OXETIKDG HE
TV apxaia AANVIKN Jwypa@ikn® Ta Iwypa@ika &pya o HOPPN TOLXOYPAPI®V Kal
£YKAQUOTIKNG O HAPHAPO OTOV TAPO ToU PAinmou B othv Bepyiva, ta onoia (pall pé Tig
TolXoypagieq ota Asukadla) AamnoteAolv Ta pova owlodeva MPwToTUMa &pya ThQ
EAANVIOTIKAG CWYPAPIKTG, SEiXVOUV TO UPNAS KAAALITEXVIKO AAAG Kal TEXVIKO EMMEdSo TV
EAANVWV {wypapwv mept TO 340-330 n.X.

MoAAeg ano Tig Toixoypagpieg ThG Mounmiag (106 r.X.- 1og p.X. ai) BewpolvTal kata T
paAAov f) ATToV avtiypapa Epywv apxaloTépwy EAARVeY Lwypagwy. O TPOCWTIOYPAPIEG
TOU ®ayloup otnv Alyurtto deixvouv Tnv £EEAEN TAQ EAANVIOTIKNG JWwYPAQIKNG Kat
anoteAolv MPOSPOUIKA MPOTUNA TV Epywy THG BuZavTivig dyloypagiag, i napadoon The
onoiag ouvexifetal Ewg onuepa. H TeEXVIKN TOV YnPIdwT®Y Eniong ouvexiodnke kai Nkpaoce
OTNV pwHaikn kat v BuavTtivi £noxn.

"ETol of avagopeq pag OTIG TEXVIKEG OUVTAYEQ THG XPUOOYPAPIag oTOV MANUPO TOU
Aglvtev, TOUG BulavTivoug XNUIKOUG KW3IKEG Kal oTdO £pyov Tou Alovuoiou ek Poupva
gronuaivouv TiG QIAOAOYIKEG HOPTUPIEG THRG MaKpaiwvng ioTopiag WEg TEXVIKAG Kai
KAAAITEXVIKNG TIAPAdO0EwWG, N onoia av dev owbnke Napd o EAAXIOTA £PYA UVNUEIAKOU
XAPAKTNPOG, OWONKE OMWG OTIG €IKOVEG KAl TIG APIOTOUPYNHATIKEG MIKPOYPAPIES TOV
BuZavTividv XEIPOoYPAPWY.

Ta pulavtiva xepoypapa, HME TO TIOAUTIHO TIEPIEXOMEVO TAV PIAOAOYIK@DYV
Kal EMOTNUOVIK®V EPYWV TNG ApXadTNTog Kai ToUu BuZavTiou Kal TV KAAALTEXVIKAYV GEla
TOUG, AMoTEAOUV A3IAYEUOTEG MAPTUPIEG YIA TNV TVEUMATIKA HAg kKAnpovould. “lowg eival
Kapog, av Oxt va Analtnooupe THV ETOTPOPN Toug othv EANGSQ, va InThnooupe Thv
OuUV3pPOoUN, OIKOVOUIKN Kai TIOAITIKN, THG EUpwnaikiq Evoewq yia thv dnuioupyia othv
‘EANGSQ ag eidikig BIBAIOBNKNG HE MIKPOPIANG OAWV TV EAANVIKAV XEPOYPAdwV, TA
onola eupiokovtal oTiq Eeveq BIBALOBNKEG. AUTO, WG EAaxioTn avrtanodoon td®v Elpwnaiwv
£Talpwy Hag yla TNV AVekTiuNTng a&iag MOALITIOTIKN KANPOVOULA Hag, THV onoia anéktnoav
Mapavouwsg o0& XAAETOUq yia ToV EAANVIONO Kalpoug.
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SUMMARY

THE OLD TRADITION OF ILLUMINATION TECHNIQUES

M. PAPATHANASSIOU
Among the recipes of chemical technology included in the Papyrus of Leyden

(early 4th cen. A.D.) there are 15 recipes referring to the techniques of illumination with
gold and only one recipe to that with silver. All recipes mention the ingredients used but
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only 1/3 of the recipes give also their proportions. Pure (refined) gold is used in only six
recipes: in three of them gold is mixed with mercury, while in two others it is mixed with
gum. There is only one recipe with a list of ingredients in given proportions: refined
gold 1/4, lead 1 carat, alum 1 carat, nitre 1 carat and vinegar. Three recipes use arsenic
mixed with gum or with other ingredients in given proportions. Sulphur and alum are
the basic ingredients of two other recipes. There are also recipes with only organic
ingredients, as for example bile of turtle with saffran (or with safflower), gum and the
white of egg. The technique generally used is the same as in medicine, ie. the
pulverization of the ingredients in a mortar.

Twelve centuries later we find an anonymous work. On the very honourable and
famous art of goldsmiths in the Cod. Paris. gr. 2327 copied in 1478 by Theodoros
Pelecanos. It is a collection of recipes referring especially to the gilding and silvering
of metal objects; three of them refer to the techniques of illumination. One recipe,
in which refined gold is used, describes the technique with many interesting details.
In the other two recipes copper is used instead of gold with (or without) cinnabar and
the white of egg.

The sources of Dionysios of Fourna’s Manual of Christian Iconography written in
the years 1701-1733 are to be found in the works of earlier anonymous writers.
This work saves «the proportions and the colours» used by two great artists of Byzantine
iconography: Panselenos, the famous Athonite iconographer of the early 14th century
and Theophanes of Crete whose activity is testified between 1527 and 1559. One recipe
which describes the technique of illumination with gold could not be found among the
known sources used by Dionysios; but as results from its comparison with that of Cod.
Paris. gr. 2327 they are one and the same recipe.

A further comparison of the techniques of making colours included in the work of
Dionysios with those of the Cod. Paris. gr. 2327, the Papyrus of Leyden and
Dioscurides’s Materia medica shows that most of them remained unchanged during the
centuries. Taken into account that Dionysios’ work is saved in two MSS. of the 18th and
19th centuries and that the monks in the monasteries of the Mount Athos (Greece)
continue to use these techniques, we can conclude that the illumination techniques
applied on various materials (like papyrus, pergament, paper, wood, marble, glass) have
a very long tradition which remained unbroken during the centuries from the Antiquity
until now.
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